It was favoured by filth and overcrowding, but its essential cause was a specific bacillus, identified by Kitasato. There was an interesting disease known as pestis minor, distinguished by a very low mortality, which sometimes preceded or followed epidemics of the true plague, its relation to which was disputed; but Kitasato's conclusion that it was dependent on the same bacillus, but in an attenuated or benign phase was doubtless correct, and to this form of the disease Dr. Cantlie was inclined to refer the various febrile adenitic affections that from time to time prevailed within the plague-area. 
